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SUB J : LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 

REF: NASSAU 448 


ON MONDAY, APRIL 17, 1 PAID A CALL ON MINISTER OF 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ADDERLEY. THE MINISTER SPOKE OF THE FACT 

THAT HE HAD BEEN QUITE FAR BEHIND IN HIS WORK BECAUSE OF THE 

ABSENCE OF PERMANENT SECRETARY ORIS RUSSELL. RUSSELL HAD HAD 

SURGERY AND ONLY ON APRIL 17 RETURNED TO THE OFFICE AFTER AN 

ABSENCE OF SIX WEEKS. ADDITIONALLY, MR. GEORGE STUART, OF 

THE MINISTER'S OFFICE, HAD BEEN AWAY FOR SOME THREE WEEKS AT 

THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE. THE MINISTER INDICATED THAT 

HE DID NOT THINK ANYTHING SUBSTANTIVE SEEMED TO BE EMERGING 

AT THE CONFERENCE, AND THAT THEY HAD SPENT THE FIRST TWO WEEKS 

DEBATING WHO WOULD SERVE AS PRESIDENT. THE MINISTER INDICATED 

THAT HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE THAT HE WOULD GO TO THE CONFERENCE 

UNLESS MR. STUART ADVISED HIM THAT HIS PRESENCE WAS NECESSARYCHWARTZ 
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